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technical initiatives brought forth by the Department of Ecology and the
Puget Sound Action Team.

The November 17th Stormwater Managers Committee meeting included
20 attendees employed by local and state agencies and 11 employed

by private firms, all engaged in stormwater management. There was
agreement that the Puget Sound Partnership plan does not adequately
address stormwater. The key points that we want to emphasize are:

1.

Land use decisions determine impacts. Once land is converted from
forest to impervious surfaces, stormwater managers can only partially
mitigate impacts. The Growth Management Act and required local
land use planning is not strong enough on its own to protect our
water resources as even low density rural residential development
can lead to significant declines in water quality and fish habitat. Local
and State agencies need the State to clarify the extent of their legal
authority to regulate development to address water quality and
habitat in the context of property rights and land use vesting.

Any plan must aggressively address existing development. The
observed degradation of Puget Sound is the result of existing
developed land and land uses. Further regulation of new
development is critically important but will not protect or restore
Puget Sound — it will only slow the decline. Addressing the adverse
effects of existing development should include an ambitious timetable
as redevelopment has historically occurred at only 1%-2% per year.

Local, State and Federal governments must address the sources of
toxic pollutants. Certain pollutants are highly toxic and cannot be
eliminated cost-effectively by known stormwater management
technology. Examples include:

- dissolved zinc from tires, and building materials;

— dissolved copper from building materials, herbicides and
automobiles;

— pesticides,

— phthalates from plastic containers and cosmetics, and

— Polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) used in flame
retardants.

The only fully effective way to address these pollutants and others
like them is to prevent their exposure to stormwater. This can be
accomplished by prohibiting them or requiring a deposit on plastic
containers to encourage collection and recycling. Local agencies can
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regulate building materials but cannot effectively regulate consumer
products. The State should work with the Federal government to
eliminate these toxic products. In the absence of Federal action, the
State could work with Oregon and California to prohibit many
pollutants such as zinc in tires.

4. Very large amounts of money will be needed to treat runoff from
existing developed areas and to protect habitat. Providing flow
control and treatment of runoff from existing development and
acquiring and restoring habitat will be expensive. Although
expensive, it is essential to restore Puget Sound. The level of funding
needed will be beyond the ability of local jurisdictions to pay and will
require significant state and federal support.

These points were all made clear at the Partnership workshop May 15th
at the University of Washington and at previous stormwater stakeholder
processes.

In response to the 14 scientists’ letter, there has been discussion of
forming a group of stormwater scientists and managers to improve the
Partnership’s recommendations related stormwater. The APWA
Stormwater Managers Committee is well positioned to perform a
significant role in any upcoming partmnership effort to address stormwater
management in the Puget Sound basin and we respectfully, but
emphatically, request that you include us. We see little added value in
creating yet another broad stakeholder group to address stormwater.

Thank you for your leadership in restoring Puget Sound. Your
leadership is courageous, refreshing and inspiring.

Sincerely,

bl tny—

William E. Derry
Co-Chair Stormwater Managers Comunittee,
American Public Works Association, Washington State Chapter
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Brad Ack
Kathy Fletcher
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